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Welcome Back
to School!
By Bo Yates,
Superintendent
On behalf of Lebanon Community
Schools, I want to welcome
everyone back for the 20212022 school year. We have
missed being with our students and are so happy to
have you back with us.
We have some good news items to report. First, we
passed our latest ﬁnancial and accountability audits
with ﬂying colors. All public agencies are required to
be audited each year to ensure they are being good
stewards of the tax dollars entrusted to them.
Second, we conducted an important facility needs
survey with community members. Our hope was to
receive 400 completed surveys. In the end, 528
residents par cipated. It meant a lot to us that you
would share opinions and provide us with guidance
on this important issue.
There were two community priori es that scored
high in the survey: improving safety and security

systems at school facili es, and comple ng
important maintenance projects to extend the life of
the buildings. These projects would raise all our
school buildings to the same code requirements and
standards district-wide.
Residents also want to renovate the Lebanon
Community Pool and add space in school buildings
for preschool programs to serve young families. The
pool is owned by the school district and operated
by the Lebanon Aqua cs District. Preschool provides
cri cal opportuni es for socializa on, boosts
kindergarten readiness, and early learning
opportuni es for children aged 3-5 years.
A voter-approved bond is the primary source
of funding a school district has for major repairs
and renova ons to facili es. These capital projects
qualify for state matching funds, which would
reduce the amount of the bond to roughly $5 per
month for the average homeowner if the measure is
approved by voters.
We appreciate your considera on as we move in
this direc on, and look forward to con nuing this
conversa on with our community before a ﬁnal
decision is made. Thank you again, and welcome
back to school!

The Community Pool: for More than Play
New members of the Lebanon community are immediately struck by the importance of two things here:
strawberries and the pool. The pool, unlike our seasonal strawberries, plays a vital, year-round role in the lives of
hundreds of local residents. But it’s nearing its end of life--something the casual visitor may not notice amid happy
throngs of swimmers paddling around in crystal-clear water.
Not only would vital improvements bring the pool up to current standards and mitigate the need for repeated, costly
maintenance, but it would increase the capacity for their unique therapy pool. Their therapeutic option, which stays
at 92°, is popular among visitors with limited mobility, nerve damage, joint aches, and paralysis. According to
Executive Director Lorlee Engler, for one local citizen, that is the only place he can walk. With the passage of a bond
measure this spring, the therapy pool’s capacity would increase by 35%, ensuring that more patrons would have
access to healing water, and all of Lebanon’s residents would enjoy a safer, long-lasting place to exercise.
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Superintendent Bo Yates welcomes
the opportunity to provide a virtual or
in-person presentation to local groups
and organizations to educate and
answer questions about our schools
and the bond that the district is
considering for school facilities and
the community pool.
To arrange a 15-30 minute
presentation, please contact the
Superintendent's office at 541-451-8458
or email ruth.hopkins@lebanon.k12.or.us.
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Summer, Reinvented
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Gone are the days when the principal locked the
schoolhouse door in June. Summers in LCSD ﬁnd
the schools abuzz with ac vity, and Summer
2021 was one of the busiest yet. Over 400 lucky
students from elementary to high school opted
to par cipate in the district’s summer program.
Younger students enjoyed novel learning
experiences in engineering, archeology,
podcas ng, gardening, and more. Coordinator
Ryan King said that when it came to gardening,
students had to determine how many materials
were needed for the plot size. “We snuck in
reading and math,” he explained, even while it
felt like a camp atmosphere. “We wanted them
to feel comfort at school,” an especially vital
goal a er a year of distance learning.
High school students were involved in a couple
of ways: many used the summer to make up
courses they had not passed. Those refocused

scholars earned
over 150 credits
that put many
back on track
for gradua on--an
opportunity they
may not have
otherwise
had.
Many of their peers, meanwhile, were involved
in tutoring younger students or leading
enrichment ac vi es. Many LHS athle c teams
and groups oﬀered to be part of summer school
in order to raise money for their programs and
give back to the community. King said the
high schoolers “worked hard, were nice to the
kids, and the teachers praised them” for their
contribu ons.
After a year and a half of academic challenges,
giving young people the opportunity to leave their
homes and get outside, socialize, and engage their
brains was a gift for all involved. Thank you to the
dozens of LCSD staff who made it happen!

